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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Lent began with an almost equal focus on the sinner and the Savior. 
But as we go through Holy Week, the focus will turn more and more 
to Christ. The readings for today want us to understand once and for 
all who this King is who has come to save us, so that with all 
confidence we may do as the Prayer of the Day suggests: follow him 
from Holy Week to Easter, from earth to heaven.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is purple, which is a color of royalty, but also of 
mourning. This is fitting, even in the joy of Palm Sunday, as we see our king “ride on to 
die” (CW 133 v. 2 and 5).

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“He Is Exalted.” Text, Tune & Setting: Twila Paris. © 1985 Straightway Music and Mountain Spring Music. Used by 
permission. CCLI#145043. 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna | CW 130
Verse 1-All; 2-Song Leaders; 3-All     

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The last line of this hymn sings, 
"And in his royal presence 

eternally rejoice." We enter into 
God's presence in worship; but 
we also rejoice that Jesus is with 

us wherever we go!
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C: He Is Exalted

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as our King 
and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Zechariah 9:9-10
Rejoice in the coming King!
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 | CW p.71 
Song Leaders will sing the verses; All sing the refrain and “Glory be to the Father…”

SECOND LESSON  Philippians 2:5-11
Because the King was humble, he is exalted!
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

CHOIR Hosanna in the Highest

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Matthew 21:1-11
The King enters Jerusalem, just as the Scriptures said. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN        All Glory, Laud, and Honor | CW 131 
Verse 1-All; 2-Song Leaders; 3-Men; 4-Women; 5-All 

SERMON Who is This King of Glory?  

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. 

By reciting our faith through the 
ancient creeds of the Church, we 

are, in a way, carrying out 
Philippians 2:11 - confessing 

that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father.
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He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord Jesus, you are the King of heaven and earth. 

We thank you for humbling yourself and living a 
life of perfect conformity to God’s holy law in our 
place.

C: We praise you for being obedient to death, even 
death on a cross, to redeem us from sin.

M: Cause our voices to blend with those who sang your praises as you rode into Jerusalem.
C: Move us to confess you before others as Lord. Help us proclaim the message of 

forgiveness to people of all nations.
M: Use us to assure all people that your blood has cleansed them from sin and set 

them free from slavery to sin, death, and the devil.
C: Move us to dedicate all we are and have to your glory.
M: Lord Jesus, you are the King over all the earth. Bless every nation so that they may 

have wise rulers and good government. Let peace prevail in all circumstances.
C: Grant success to the businesses and industries of our land to serve for the 

common good.

In the era of the Reformation, 
announcements about births, 

deaths, and marriages were made 
after the sermon. Then prayers 

were offered. We follow a similar 
practice today with a responsive 

prayer and opportunities to 
make specific intercessions.
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M: Cause all employers to be honest and fair-minded and all employees to be diligent 
and faithful. 

C: Look with favor on our nation’s schools. Be with those who teach and those who 
learn.

M: Comfort the sick and the afflicted with the assurance of your care and protection. 
Strengthen the faith of the dying.

Special prayers and intercessions

M: Dear Savior, as we walk with you this week toward Calvary, keep us focused on 
your purpose for coming into this world and on our calling to spread this 
wonderful message of salvation.

C: Hear us for your mercy’s sake. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 

HYMN Come, O Precious Ransom, Come | CW 8
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 

M:    Let us pray together.
C:    O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy 
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and 
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Even though this hymn 
is in the Advent section 
of the hymnal, see how 
many connections you 

can find to today's 
service!
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:  ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Ride On, Ride On in Majesty | CW 133 
Verse 1-All; 2-Song Leaders; 3-Men; 4-Women; 5-All 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 4:00 & 6:30PM

Good Friday, April 2 at 12:10 & 6:30PM
Easter Sunday, April 4 at 7:00 & 9:30AM
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Read Psalm 24 (use your hymnal or Bible; either will work). After reading it, 
compare the words to what is recorded in Matthew 21. What connections do you 
see? Try to come up with one connection for each verse of the Psalm.

2. We know Zechariah 9:9 pretty well. Verse 10? Not so much. Yet, how does the 
message of that verse fit with the Palm Sunday theme, along with the entirety of 
Holy Week?

3. Philippians is not the only place where Paul speaks at length on the dual nature of 
Christ. Read Philippians 2:5-11 again and compare that section with Colossians 
1:15-23, simply noting how Paul speaks about Christ’s humanity and divinity in 
each letter.

4. Consider what it would mean for us if Jesus was not, in fact, true God. What would 
that mean for our salvation? 

a. Consider also what it would mean if Jesus was not true man. What effect 
would that have on our salvation?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Theology of the Cross

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

LET US KNOW YOU ARE COMING

We need a head count for our Easter breakfast, so we know how much food to prepare. 
You are welcome to bring guests. Please let us know how many you think will be coming 
by signing up on the sheet at the information booth, replying to our SignUp Genius email, 
or contacting us by some other means. We will be serving from 8:00 to 9:00-ish, between 
the two Easter morning services.  

HELP WITH HOLY WEEK DECORATING

Extra volunteers are needed to help prepare for Good Friday and Easter.  After the 6:30 
Maundy Thursday service, we will be covering the windows, so we can worship in 
darkness on Good Friday. On Saturday at 9:30AM, we will be removing the window 
covering and decorating for Easter. Any help you can provided is appreciated.

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS BASED ON HYMNS

Martin Luther College (MLC) has put together devotions for holy week highlighting a 
different hymn. The devotions include musical recordings, so they are available online 
only.  You can download them, read and listen online, or have them emailed to you. Find 
out more at mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions. 

BOOKS & CARDS FOR EASTER

St. Paul's bookstore has a selection of Easter picture books that make great additions to 
Easter baskets. Pick out an Easter card to send to your loved one far away. You can find 
these seasonal items on display in the Welcome Center.

REMINDER: TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER FLOWERS FOR EASTER!

See the display in the Welcome Center for more information.
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CALENDAR  March 28-April 4

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Palm Sunday Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Palm Sunday Worship 
 2:00 PM Adult Co-ed Volleyball

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

4:00 pm Contemporary Choir in balcony
4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony

WEDNESDAY 5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
4:00 PM Maundy Thursday Worship
6:30 PM Maundy Thursday Worship
7:30 PM Darkening the Church

FRIDAY 12:10 PM Good Friday Worship
6:30 PM Good Friday Worship

SATURDAY 9:30 AM Decorating for Easter

SUNDAY     7:00 AM Easter Worship  
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast
9:30 AM Easter Worship 

 
ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  186   
From July 1, 2020 to March 25, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 765,913
Actual cost of ministry:   $ 822,241                        
Mortgage balance:  $1,280,170

EASTER SUNDAY ~ APRIL 4
In person Worship 
at 7:00 & 9:30AM

Breakfast served 8:00-9:00AM

Online worship at 
stpaulswr.org 

or facebook.com/stpaulswr
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